Smith Family Awards Program for Excellence in Biomedical Research
Frequently Asked Questions, 2025 Grant Cycle

Eligibility

1. lhave aPhD and was appointed as Instructor (a faculty position) following my
fellowship training. Am | eligible to use Instructor as my first faculty appointment?

We understand that there is a continuum of independence at many institutions beginning

with emerging independence at the Instructor level. However, to level the playing field and
ensure that all applicants have only one window of eligibility, we are considering the tenure
track Assistant Professor appointment to be the first independent faculty appointment.

If your institution can confirm in writing at the time of application that you will be appointed
an Assistant Professor by the funding start date (and can provide verification in the event
the Award is offered), then the Smith Family Foundation will accept your application. If not,
then you should wait to apply in future grant cycles when Assistant Professorship is
established.

2. Areleaves of absence counted towards the three-and-a-half-year ceiling?
No. If you were not working during a specific period, you would not include that time when
determining your eligibility. The Department or Division Chair should confirm both the
duration of the leave of absence and applicant eligibility via the Applicant
Independence/Institutional Commitment Form.

3. lam currently an Associate Professor. May | apply for this grant?
Typically, Associate Professor is not a first faculty appointment. However, if this is your first
faculty appointment following completion of fellowship training and you meet the eligibility
requirements for the PhD or MD (page 2 of the Application Guidelines), we will accept an
application from you.

4. |have two private sector awards at $150,000 each. Would this preclude me from
applying?
Applicants are ineligible if, at the time of application, they have combined federal and non-
federal funding totaling $350,000 or more in direct costs in either of the first two years of
the three-year Smith Award. This figure refers to external funding only and not an
Applicant’s start-up package, other intramural support, or the Smith Award.

5. Iflhave $350,000 or more in direct costs during the first year of the Excellence Award
and nothing in the second year, will | still be eligible?
No, you are not eligible.

6. Iflhave been designated as a “short-
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8. My projectinvolves modeling the impact of different diseases on different populations
and how this affects healthcare decisions. Would this be considered “biomedical
research?”

The Excellence Awards support traditional laboratory/bench research and do not support
health services research.

9. My project involves the development of research methods. Is this eligible?
Methods proposals must have a strong focus on a biological question. Such proposals are
only eligible if they originate in a biological question for which the appropriate technology is
missing.

10. May | list collaborators or a Co-PI on this submission?
Collaborators may be included on your online application, but the Excellence Awards
Program does not recognize a Co-PI or Multiple PIs.

11. Shalllinclude the C.V. of a collaborator?
Do notappend a C.V. for a collaborator but please list collaborators on the online application
form. Ifyou are invited to submit a Full application, that person should include a brief letter
of collaboration and describe the expertise that s/he is bringing to the project.

12. If lam offered the Award but cannot accept it, may it be transferred to a collaborator or
other individual significantly involved in the project?
No. The Excellence grant can only be awarded to the Applicant who originally submitted the
grant.

~ Application Instructions
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For answers to any issues not covered in the program guidelines or the FAQs, please contact
SmithExcellence@hria.org.




